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Speaker July 5: Ryan Phillips

Title: Vertebrate pollination systems in the 
Australian flora

Synopsis: Ryan Phillips undertook his PhD jointly 
at The University of Western Australia and Kings 
Park and Botanic Gardens, studying the role of 
pollinator and mycorrhizal specificity in rarity of 
hammer orchids. From 2010-2018 he undertook 
post-doctoral studies at Rod Peakall’s lab at The 
Australian National University focusing on the 
evolutionary and ecological consequences of 
specialized pollination systems.  
 
While his recent research has focused on 
evolutionary questions, he has ongoing involvement 
in several conservation projects on Australian 
orchids. In addition, he has had a lifelong interest in 
zoology, particularly birds, which has led to projects 
on vertebrate pollination systems in well-known 
plant genera such as Anigozanthos, Banksia and 
Eucalyptus. As of July, he is beginning a permanent 
position as a lecturer in ecology at La Trobe 
University.

Image: A western pygmy possum on a banksia in 
Torndirrup National Park, WA. IMAGE CREDIT: S.D. 
Hopper

Membership Renewals
Membership subscriptions are now due – 1st July - 
and can be paid in three ways:

1. Direct debit 2. Cheque & 3. Cash

Whatever method you choose please complete 
a renewal form – we are then able to ensure our 
records are up to date and correct.

If you pay your subs in person at the July or August 
meetings, please put the cash or cheque IN AN 
ENVELOPE - WITH A FORM. The form is a separate 
attachment to this newsletter   
 
Members who joined in 2018 are paid up until end of 
June 2019. 

Please note: Those members with life memberships 
do not have to pay the Yarra Yarra subscriptions - 
APS Vic Subs only (i.e. $35 single or $40 household)

AGM MEETING 2nd August 2018 VOTING 
PROCEDURE

The following information is the voting procedure 
for the motion tabled for discussion at the AGM at 
the Araluen Centre in August.   Under the ‘model 
rules’ any proposal to change the name of an 
organisation requires a ‘special resolution’ of not 
less than 75% of the members (whether present or 
by proxy) voting in favour of the resolution.   

• Voting will be by ballot slip to ensure only those 
voting are financial; to ensure there is only one vote 
per household and to ensure accurate counting.

• Voting is voluntary

• Household memberships have one vote.

See Page 10 for more information. 
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APS YY General Meeting 
Speakers:

2-Aug  AGM (see page 10 **) & Grand Flower 
Table with short presentation by David Redfern 
-A portrait of Banksia menziesii. There 
will also be a short demonstration by the 
Expo subcommittee of how to set up at the  
September Expo 
 
6-Sept  Katie Holmes Mallee Landscapes

4-Oct    David & Barbara Pye Melton Botanic  
  Gardens

1-Nov   APS YY Grand Flower Table

6-Dec   APS YY Christmas Party & Slide Show.

6 to 10 images per person, you are welcome to 
submit on USB or via Dropbox anytime

APS YY Garden Visits:
8 July: David Watts Garden, .   
Parking is available on the street which is 
narrow.  Easy walking, there are two sections 
up narrow rock steps.  This is a suburban size 
garden, all Australian Plants, some 30 yrs old, 
some newly planted.  Great variety including 
some indigenous species, Grevillea, Hakea, 
Eremophila, Acacia & many others. Gravel 
Paths. 

12 August: Geelong & Torquay see previous 
newsletters for detail on this visit.  Possibility of 
bus will be decided when final numbers are in 
after the next general meeting & will then be 
confirmed by email.

Image: Epacris impressa, Bega form. Karwarra.

APS Yarra Yarra Particulars

The APS Yarra Yarra Committee:

•Miriam Ford (President, Newsletter Editor, COM 
delegate) M 0409 600 644

•Rob Dunlop (Vice-President & Multi-media Tech 
guy) 0419 521 813

•Mike Ridley (Treasurer & Multi-media Tech guy) 
0418 322 969

•Joanne Cairns (Secretary & Co-editor of website & 
Facebook page) 0425 760 325

•Carmen Cooper (Membership Officer) 0413 012 
045

•Adrian Seckold (Minutes Secretary & meeting plant 
sales) 0431 071 503

*Peter Smith ( Garden Visits) 0425 798 275.

 
 

Contributions to the 2018 August APS YY News to  
Miriam by 20 July please

Email: miriamdfc30@gmail.com OR post to 
Newsletter editor APS Yarra YarraPO Box 298, 
Eltham 3095  
 
Thank you to Jill Lulham, Mike Ridley, Peter Smith & 
Joanne Cairns for articles, Jill and Joanne for proof 
reading, Ben Eaton & Jill for images, Editor (MF) for 
all other images & articles.  
 
We wish to acknowledge the major sponsorship of 
our Expo by Hume Bricks & Pavers Pty Ltd. 
 
Thank you to Vicki Ward’s Office for printing
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June 7: Meeting Report : Greg Moore onUrban Trees

Greg began by reminding us of the importance of trees not just because they are living things & are beautiful 
to look at but because of what they do – the services they provide, the functions that they fulfil, their critical 
importance to the health of our economy. Unfortunately however, the prevailing approach to redevelopment of 

public housing sites is that virtually all the open space is lost. All too often there is an assumption that open space has 
very little value.

Trees & vegetation more generally are absolutely crucial 
to human well-being, our physical and mental health 
as well as our economy. Shade reduces temperature, 
reduces air conditioning use, reduces electricity use 
& thereby water consumption - electricity generation 
requires enormous amounts of water, reduces carbon 
dioxide output, the list goes on. The sustainability and 
liveability of a city relies on its trees. Greg showed a 
graphically expressive photo of a fellow hosing the train 
lines in the heat wave prior to Black Saturday to stop 
them buckling. Further up the track it wasn’t necessary 
because of the shade from the big trees.

With climate change these issues are coming into focus 
even more. Greg calls himself a plant mechanic, he is 
concerned with what trees do and how they work – the 
figures and data associated with that. How much is it 
worth for the shade provided by trees to preserve the 
longevity of the bitumen? The value of prolongation 
of bitumen life over a well shaded street over a 30 
year period is in the vicinity of 6 million dollars. Yet 
Melbourne is losing 1.5 % of its canopy cover every 
year eg Stonnington; huge house, small back yards in 
many new estates. Big blocks are being subdivided. He 
mentioned that 374 people died from the heat wave that 
preceded black Saturday. There was a correlation with 
where they lived, in clusters in the northern and western 
suburbs, with where there were no trees. Hospitals in 
such areas now receive warnings prior to heat waves.

The Department of Health now has a program where it 
goes out to councils to encourage them to plant trees. 
Greg talked about the information provided by three 
doctors who addressed a symposium he attended in 
2016. They suggested a figure of some 8 million saving in 
diabetes related illness & 4.2 billion in relation to heart 
and blood pressure related illness, much more in mental 
health with provision of leafy green spaces. People 
recreate more in these areas, exercise more, reduce 
stress – it isn’t rocket science.

Many of our urban trees are really tough, the elms, 
the plane trees have been doing this job for thousands 
of years – the Romans used them for their avenues. 
Corymbia maculata, the spotted gum has all the criteria 
of a great urban tree but there has been very little 
breeding and selection of these native species for urban 
use. While Europeans have had breeding programs 
in place for centuries to obtain the best cultivars, this 
attitude does not prevail in Australia. Many of the 
Australian species are resilient and we need to give 
them some credit for being able to cope with change. 
Winter deciduous Australian native trees are relatively 
rare however – Melia azedarach, Nothofagus gunnii 
and Brachychiton acerifolius most notably. A few 
northern species of Eucalypts (E. clavigera, grandiflora, 
brachyandra) are facultatively deciduous during the dry. 
It is possible that breeding might allow deciduousness to 
apply in southern winters.

Eucalyptus and Acacia provide 
a wonderful opportunity to 
investigate what might work 
best with climate change. As 
the climate changes there will 
be a demand from landscape 
architects and urban planners for 
native winter deciduous trees, 
which provide shade during 
summer but allow access to 
light and warmth during winter. 
More needs to be done to match 
provenance of the species with 
application and location in an 
urban setting. 

Inset: Swamp mallet, Eucalyptus 
spathulata, lovely street tree in 
the Hurstbridge township. It was 
recently saved from the axe by a 
local public campaign. 
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June Flower Table : Jill Lulham & Joanne Cairns
Thanks to Miriam, Rob (Dunlop), Mike Ridley and 
Mike Williams for presenting the specimens, and 
members who brought in labelled specimens and 
contributed to the discussion. This is just a small 
selection of those brought to the meeting.

SCROPHULARIACEAE 
Eremophila debilis (NSW, Qld, almost prostrate 
sub-shrub, pink berries more distinctive than the 
small white flowers), E. ? (undescribed species from 
Russell Wait, purple flowers, soft grey foliage)

RUTACEAE 
Correa reflexa ‘Carmen’ (C. reflexa var speciosa, 
from Portland, Vic, cultivar registered by Phil 
Hempel), C. sp. (green with red tip, narrow bell), C. 
glabra (green bell, 2m x 2m), C. glabra x C. reflexa 
‘Dusky Bells’ (pink), C. backhouseana (WA, SA, Vic, 
& Tas, < 2m, cutting from a seedling at Pound Bend), 
C. ‘Catie Bec’ (PBR, < 1m, C. alba hybrid, pink flared 
bell) 
Diplolaena grandiflora (WA, < 3m, showy hanging 
red to orange flowers Autumn to spring)

PROTEACEAE 
Grevillea intricata (sw WA endemic, < 3m, creamy 
white, long flowering), G. acropogon (< 1.8m, can 
be prostrate or erect, red flowers), G. lanigera 
form (Wilson’s Prom form, often misnamed Mt 
Tamboritha, prostrate, spreading, floriferous, 
hardy), G. ‘Peaches & Cream’ (PBR, G. bipinnatifida x 
banksii, <1.5m, long flowering, showy flowers)

Hakea petiolaris (SW of WA, at least 3 subspecies, a 
parent of ‘Burrendong Beauty’, <9m, distinctive pale 
grey leaves, spherical inflorescences contain 120-
200 individual flowers)

ERICACEAE 
Epacris impressa (Bega form) (SE Australia, small 
shrub <1m, small stiff leaves, floriferous, Winter, 
Spring).

FABACEAE 
Acacia willdenowiana (grass-leaf wattle, WA, < 
1m, slender, erect shrub), A. merinthophora (WA, 
< 4m, very open, fine zigzag foliage with graceful 
appearance)

MYRTACEAE 
Thryptomene saxicola (Payne’s hybrid, < 1.5m, 
masses of tiny pink flowers over a long period)

GOODENIACEAE 
Dampiera wellsiana (WA, grows on the side of roads, 
< 0.5m, tufted perennial herb, blue flowers)
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Flower Table Images: Ben Eaton 

Images: Page 4 Top down - Dampiera wellsiana, 
Diplolaena grandiflora, Hakea petiolaris & Acacia 
willdenowiana.

This page 5 - Unnamed Eremophila from Russell 
Wait, Grevillea intricata, G. acropogon, G. lanigera 
form & Correa ‘Catie Bec’
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With short notice seventeen members and five visitors took advantage of a sunny winter’s day to 
explore Karwarra Australian Garden at Kalorama. Set on two hectares and run by Yarra Ranges 
Council with the assistance of a Friends group, this amazing garden holds over 1400 different 

species. 

Without a guide we wandered 
off to explore the rich diversity 
of plants on display. Several 
well defined gravel and bush 
paths branched out in different 
directions.

The plants were mostly 
well labelled and the more 
recently planted areas in 
particular were ablaze with 
Epacris, Thryptomenes, 
Banksias,Grevilleas,Correas, 
Hibbertias, Dampieras and 
Anigozanthos to name some of 
those in flower.

The foliage of the Thomasias, 
Pomaderris, Spyridiums, 
Melaleucas, Lomatias, Telopeas 

and numerous pea plants (some 
flowering) also vied for our 
attention. 

People recalled plants and the 
copse of now mature snow 
gums from previous visits. 
Lovely mature trees and some 
of the original canopy date back 
past 1965 when the gardens 
started, some of the older 
sections were in the process of 
being rejuvenated, there were 
several old and newer ponds, all 
blended harmoniously with the 
surrounding bush. 

We rounded off the visit with 
a cuppa in the visitors’ centre, 
and some of us collecting 

souvenirs from the small well 
stocked nursery. All too brief. We 
needed more time to explore 
the gardens more fully and hear 
the story of this place and the 
people responsible. A place 
with conservation, garden and 
people woven together…not over 
engineered.

(Ed) See page 10 for information 
on the Foothills Quarterly 
Meeting and APS Vic AGM which 
is at Karwarra in August.  Don’t 
miss the opportunity to return to 
this lovely garden in early Spring. 
Details and booking form in the 
most recent issue of Growing 
Australian. 

Garden Visit : Karwarra Gardens June 10 - Peter Smith

Image above: Forest path. Page 7:  Clockwise from top - Hakea 
bakeriana, New Holland Honey Eater in Firewheel Tree (cont p7) 
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Karwarra Gardens Images - Miriam Ford & Jill Lulham

Stenocarpus sinuatus (Firewheel Tree), Epacris impressa. Phebalium 
woombye, Bottom row of three:: Entrance, Spyridium & Herbaceous mix 
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APS Propagation Update : La Trobe Team 
The APS YY La Trobe Propagation 
team have been attending on a 
weekly basis over the last month.  
Wednesday we do volunteer work 
for La Trobe which has largely 
consisted of pricking out and 
potting up seedlings into forestry 
tubes, many different indigenous 
species.  

On the Thursdays we have been 
continuing with APS YY related 
work and have potted up a variety 
of species from tip cuttings put in 
early March.  These are looking 

good and are even flowering in 
the tubes they are so pleased 
with themselves & their new 
conditions for growth.  

We have also recently undertaken 
a much needed inventory of 
stock – our seeds (~ 140 different 
species), tip cutting material 
in the glass house and plants 
currently growing on in forestry 
tubes (FT) or large pots (78 
species).  These plants are being 
held either at La Trobe in the 
poly house or shade house or at 

Miriam’s.  

Thank you to Mike Williams 
for the donation of much seed 
gathered by him and Max on 
trips to WA.  Thank you to Jill 
for tabulating and sorting our 
inventory.  Our seed bank is 
now housed within the La Trobe 
temperature controlled seed bank 
room.  We are taking a trip to the 
Friends at Melton Botanic Garden 
for research purposes (and 
pleasure, of course!) on Tuesday 
26th June.   

Images: 

Clockwise -  Calothamnus qradrifidus (yellow form) 
top row, Acacia lasiocalyx prostrate -bottom three 
rows. 

Eremophila mackinyli in 6” pots, there are also 
some FTs.  

Thryptomeme denticulata flowering away nicely. 
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The (Jill’s)Shed: Thank -You! (from Jill & Joanne)

A Big THANK YOU to the hardworking people who have repaired the shed, and who have recently 
installed the racks and carted equipment back to store. It was essential that we get our gear in one 
place well ahead of our Expo and it has happened. 

Thank you to Rob Dunlop, Peter Smith, Noel Gaskett 
and Mike Ridley who worked hard to make the shed 
at Jill’s waterproof and secure. It is amazing that 
everything needed to do the work was squirrelled 
away in their own sheds and did the job beautifully. 
Then Peter and Noel risked life and limb to 
disassemble the storage racks (which were actually 
holding up the roof) in the old shed. Then followed 
hours of putting the jigsaw puzzle back together 
allowing for two floor levels in Jill’s shed with 
additional help from Mike Ridley. 
 
Further trips to cart back our belongings have 
nearly filled the shed. Hot off the press Mike 

Ridley reported in the final transfer of items, with 
assistance from Adrian, from Jan Aitken’s shed and 
the coffee tables from the pony club are at Mike Ws 
- ALL DONE, WHEW!. 

Mike Williams had a lot of stuff up at his farm near 
Echuca – this has taken a few trips by him to return 
to us. 
 
Ed:Thanks to Jill and Neil for the use of their shed 
and to those minders who stored the equipment for 
much longer than we thought. Thank you all for your 
generosity, good will and patience. 
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APS YY & other Diary Dates

Meeting Particulars: Visitors always welcome 

When: 8 pm 1st Thursday each month (except January). Doors open 7.30 pm. Come early for plant sales.

Venue: Orana building, Araluen Centre. 226 Old Eltham Rd,Lower Plenty.

Guest Speaker:Learn more through talks and discussion by expert speakers

Audience etiquette: No interruptions to the speaker during the talk, questions (one only per person) at the 
end when requested.

Flower Table Specimens: Bring along your flowers, labelled if possible

Plant Sales: Members may buy or sell their own plants, unusual varieties are often available

Chairs: Members please help set up chairs from 7.30 onwards and put away again after the meeting. 

30 June & 1 July APS Ballarat District Group Winter 
Flower Show and Sales. From 10.00 am to 5.00 pm, 
at the Robert Clark Horticultural Centre, Ballarat 
Botanic Gardens. 
 
21 & 22 July, Cranbourne Friends, Royal Botanic 
Gardens Victoria Inc. Winter Plant Sale. 10 am to 
4 pm. RBG Cranbourne. Plant list available 1 week 
prior to Sale on www.rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au 
 
18 & 19 August APS Foothills hosts APS Victoria 
Quarterly Gathering – Plants and Gardens of the 
Dandenongs and Foothills – including the Victorian 
COMM and AGM.

1 September APS Wilson Park Australian Native 
Plant Sale, Wilson Botanic Park, 668 Princes 
Highway, Berwick. From 9.00 am to 3.00 pm. No 
entry fee.

8 - 9 September: APS YY Australian Plants Expo, 
Eltham Community & Reception Centre, 801 Main 
Road, Eltham. 10.00am - 4.00 pm 

20 -21 October, FJC Rogers 2018 Goodeniaceae 
Horsham (Image: Thryptomeme saxicola, Karwarra) 

More on the August AGM voting on the 
Motion:

‘That the Australian Plants Society Yarra Yarra group 
be renamed to simplify & reflect the group’s general 
location & be renamed Australian Plants Society 
Eltham.’    Proposed: David Redfern Seconded: Lyhn 
Barfield

Household Memberships

Household memberships have one vote – if both 
members are attending the AGM, then both must 
sign opposite their names and they will be given one 
ballot voting slip 

Non-financial members

If members are not financial when they arrive 
they will have the option of paying their subs 
immediately (before the AGM has started) by cash 
or cheque and handing that to the treasurer or 
membership officer whereby they will then be 
financial.   (Please put the cash/cheque with a 
renewal form in an envelope.)

Members holding a proxy vote

Members who hold a proxy form on behalf of 
another member who cannot attend will be asked to 
sign opposite the name of the person for whom they 
are the proxy and handed a coloured ballot slip.

Proxy votes sent via mail or email

Proxy votes sent in via mail or email will be checked 
to ensure they are financial and then counted at the 
same time of the vote of those members present.


